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Since all narratives of historical conquests are told from the point of view of the victor, this work

argues that only one of many possible stories is represented. The text suggests a way of reading

historical narratives to discover the colonial subjects who did not produce documents.
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"[A] persuasive deconstruction of European narratives in neglected colonial texts about a

southeastern region of South America identified today with Uruguay. Traces of Indian, African,

gaucho and women voices constitute a 'polyphonic totality' that thwarts original colonialist

interpretations of three centuries of textual production."-Alvaro Felix Bolanos, Department of

Romance Languages and Literatures, University of Florida "This is a richly documented study of a

much neglected period in the history of the River Plate. Verdesio's work brings forth a new field of

inquiry-the Amerindian occupation of the territory that is now Uruguay. It offers a provocative and

timely critical view of Uruguay's historiography."-Sara Castro-Klaren, Professor of Latin American

Culture and Literature at The Johns Hopkins University

Re-reading Uruguay's colonial history. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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